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Volunteers Responding to Alarms in Personal Vehicles
I. Purpose:  
The purpose is to provide a guideline to be followed when responding to a Coal City Fire Protection District alarm in your personal vehicle.
II. Guideline: 
a. Responding to a department emergency in a personal vehicle creates a concern for safety to the operator of the vehicle and the general public.  It is the policy of the Coal City Fire Protection District to regulate the manner in which personal vehicles are operated while responding to a district alarm.
i. Operator/Driver Responsibilities:
1. The driver of a personal vehicle shall consider the following factors while responding to an emergency call:
a. The safety of the public is top priority and WILL NOT be put into jeopardy by Coal City Fire Protection District personnel responding to an alarm. 
b. The condition of the road surface traveled upon. 
c. The amount of Vehicular and Pedestrian traffic in the area.   
d. Weather conditions. 
e. Traffic Regulations:
ii. Pursuant to the Illinois Vehicle Code, the driver of a personal vehicle, when responding to, but not returning from, a Coal City Fire Protection District alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth (blue oscillating, rotating or flashing lights), but subject to the following conditions:
1. The person is a volunteer member of the Coal City Fire Protection District.

2. The person is responding to a bona fide emergency.

3. The responding person must abide by all traffic laws.

4. Responding person must carry on his or her person an identification card or letter identifying them as a bona fide member of the Coal City Fire Protection District.

a. The card of letter must include:

i. The name of the Fire Protection District

ii. The member’s position within the fire department

iii. The member’s term of service

iv. The name of the person within the fire department to contact to verify the information provided.
5. The passing of a stopped school bus with the “STOP” sign activated, is not allowed while operating an emergency or personal vehicle.
iii. This section is meant to deliver discipline for Coal City Fire Protection District personnel that show disregard to this guideline and complaints that are made to Coal City Fire Protection District officers by the general public.
iv. Should a complaint be received by any officer other than the fire chief, that officer will make the fire chief aware of the complaint. 
v. The Fire Chief will then investigate the incident.
vi. If the complaint is valid, the following will be the sequence of discipline.
1. First offense-Verbal reprimand
2. Second offense – Written reprimand and up to and including a two week suspension.
3. Third offense – Written reprimand and one month suspension.
4. Fourth offense – Termination from the department.
5. During the above suspensions, the member will:
a. Submit his/her department key to the fire chief.
b. Will not be allowed to respond to alarms.
c. Will be required to make regular meetings.
d. Will not be allowed to take part in any department activities without the fire chief’s approval.
e. Calls missed during the suspension will not be considered in the determination of member call quotas.
vii. While this guideline sets forth a sequence of progressive disciplinary action, the guideline does not prohibit the Fire Chief from using a severe measure, including suspension and or termination, when the offense/complaint indicates that a substantial short coming or action of his/her membership with the department is in any way detrimental to the department. 
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