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Bomb Threats
I. Purpose:
It is the purpose of this policy to establish a safe and efficient response to a bomb threat.
II. Guideline:

a. In the event that Dispatch receives a call announcing a “Bomb Threat”, the dispatcher will alert the Coal City Fire Protection District personnel using normal alerting methods. (Telephone & Pagers).  The dispatcher will make the announcement over the alerting system using “Code 1” which is the county wide code for a Bomb Threat.  Do not announce as a “Bomb Threat”.
b. In the event the incident involves a school building, the following identification will be used to identify the location.  
i. Post 14 - Elementary School
ii. Post 13 – Intermediate School
iii. Post 15 - Middle School
iv. Post 16 - High School
c. All “Bomb Threats” will be treated as actual incident until proven that no emergency exists.
d. If one of the school buildings is involved the Coal City Fire Department District  should respond to the designated location as follows:
i. Unit #3113         

(4 Firefighters)
ii. Unit #3121


(4 Firefighters)
iii. Unit #3116


(2-4 Firefighters)
iv. Unit #3114/3115/3124
(Minimum Staffing 1 Paramedic, 1 EMT “B”)
v. Unit #3119


(4 Firefighters)
e. The Officer in Charge of the Incident should:
i. Meet with Coal City School Supervision and the Coal City Police Department at the effected site to best determine what measures should be taken. 
1. Verify that all children have been removed from the building to a safe distance. 

ii. The pre-determined meeting place should be:
1. Elementary School – FRONT ENTRANCE – N. BROADWAY
2. Intermediate School – MAIN ENTRANCE – BIAMA STREET
3. Middle School –  MAIN ENTRANCE – CARBON HILL ROAD
4. High School – FRONT ENTRANCE – WEST DIVISION 
iii. NOTE:  THERE WILL BE NO RADIO COMMUNICATIONS AT THE SCENE WITHIN THIS 1 BLOCK RADIUS OF THE BUILDING.
iv. The responding equipment will remain at least 1 block away from the suspected threat location.

v. Unified Incident Command should be established at a location a minimum of 1 block from the incident building.
vi. The following are the locations for each piece of Emergency Equipment should the incident involve a school building.
1. At the Elementary School, Unit #3113 at 2nd Street& N. Broadway ready to connect to the FDC if necessary, Unit #3119 should be positioned at 4th Street and N. Broadway, Unit #3121 at 2nd Street & N. DeWitt Place with Unit #3116 at 4th  Street and DeWitt Place.  Ambulances should stage at 1st Street and N. Broadway.
2. At the Intermediate School, Unit #3113 should at the corner of Biama St. & Rt. 113, Unit #3116 should be positioned at the Southwest corner of the property near the baseball field, Unit #3119 should be on Biama St., near the old Depot, and Unit #3121 should be positioned across the street at Rt. 113 and Garfield St.  Ambulances should stage at Rt. 113 and Washington St.
3. At the Middle School, Unit #3113 should be at the south entrance off of Carbon Hill Rd ready to connect to the FDC if necessary, Unit #3121 should be at the north entrance off of Carbon Hill Rd., Unit’s #3119 and 3116 should be staged at Carbon Hill Rd and Daisy.  Ambulances should stage at Carbon Hill Rd and Daisy.
4. At the High School, Unit #3113 should be at the East Entrance/Route 113 ready to make connection to the FDC if necessary, Unit #3121 to the back of the building near the football stadium, while Unit #3119 should be at the West Entrance/Route 113 with Unit #3116 staged at the East Entrance along with Unit #3113.  Ambulances should stage at Rt. 113 and Virginia Street.
5. The responding firefighters will remain with their responding equipment unless otherwise directed.  This equipment will not be hooked to a hydrant or made immovable in any way unless otherwise directed by the Officer in Charge.
6. It may be necessary to use firefighters as runners since there will be no radio communications with the 1 block radius of the building.  A runner should be designated to perform this task by either the officer in charge of the equipment or the firefighter responsible for operating the equipment.
a. One runner from each piece of equipment at the scene.
b. This person should report to the Officer in Charge of the incident for further instructions.
f. Any building within the district involved in a Bomb Threat will be handled in similar manner as a school building, with the decision of equipment positioning being left up to the Officer in Charge.
i. Response should be with the same equipment.
ii. The same radio communication guideline, 1 block radius from the building, firefighters remaining with the equipment, etc. guideline applies.
iii. Additional responding firefighters will remain at the fire station.  They should be ready to respond to the incident if needed, with the equipment requested by the Officer in Charge.
iv. The Officer in Charge or designee may at their discretion, enter the effected building and assist in the bomb search.
v. Firefighters should refrain from entering the building due to the fact that should an emergency situation arise, they will be needed immediately to respond with emergency equipment.
vi. Responding firefighters should be alert to any onlooker that may be of a suspicious nature.  They should only make note of them and report to the Officer in Charge.
vii. The final decision for re-entry into the effected building will be that of the building supervision (Owner, Principal, Plant Manager, etc.) and not the decision of the Officer in Charge representing the Coal City Fire Protection District
viii. If anything suspicious is located, the following agencies may be contacted:
1. Notification should normally be handled by law enforcement.
2. The Grundy County Sheriff’s Department must be notified and they will make the necessary arrangements for a Bomb Squad from Kane, Kendall or DuPage Counties to respond to the incident.
a. Do not attempt to contact these agencies, since the Sheriff’s Department has an agreement that states; these agencies must be contacted by the Grundy County Sheriff’s Department for them to respond to an incident.
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