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ACCIDENTS INVOLVING DEPARTMENT VEHICLES/PROPERTY
I. Purpose:  
To establish a procedure in handling the situation when a Coal City Fire Protection District vehicle or vehicles are involved in an accident with another party or damage to another person’s property.
II. Guideline:  
a.   Personnel involved in an accident shall:
i. Immediately notify the Dispatcher to dispatch alternate companies using mutual aid assistance if necessary.
ii. Take all necessary actions:
1. Treated the injured
2. Request the proper law enforcement agency
3. Assist with traffic control.
iii. Preserve as much evidence of the accident as possible. If the accident is serious, evidence shall not be moved before the police or the Department can photograph and/or document the conditions.
iv. Obtain the names, addresses and phone number of all involved parties and witnesses.
v. Do not discuss the accident with anyone not identified as a law enforcement officer, admit fault or liability or commit the Department to pay damages.
vi. File a written report as soon as possible, as to the facts pertinent to the accident.
1. Department accident form will be provided
2. State accident report will also need to be completed
vii. If the accident is minor, there are no injuries, and your company is the primary company responding to the initial call, you may proceed.
viii. Notify the other parties that a law enforcement officer has been dispatched and that they should not move any of the evidence.  Inform them that you will return as soon as possible.
ix. If any doubt exists as to whether the vehicle can be driven safely, the vehicle should be towed.
x. Personnel shall be aware that if the accident is due to an individual’s negligence, that the individual may be held responsible.
xi. A department officer must promptly notify the department insurance company.
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