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Emergency Traffic Control
Purpose:  
In an effort to protect its members and civilians at emergency incidents on and along roads and highways the Coal City Fire District has developed this Emergency Traffic Control Guideline.  This guideline is based on U.S. D.O.T.  “Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices” (MUTCD} Part 6 & 61 along with NFPA 1500 & 1561.  This guideline has a limited range of situations and cannot comprehensively cover every situation. These are minimum requirements and should not be used as a substitute for sound judgment.
Definitions:


Advanced warning – Notification procedures used to warn approaching motorists of the need to move from driving normally to driving as required by the temporary emergency traffic control measures ahead.

Block – Positioning of fire department apparatus at an angle to the lanes of traffic, creating a physical barrier between upstream traffic and the emergency work area.  Includes “block to the right” and “block to the left.”

Shadow – The protected work area of a roadway incident shielded by the block from fire apparatus and other emergency vehicles.

Downstream – The direction traffic moves as it travels away from the incident scene.  
Upstream – The direction traffic is traveling from as the vehicles approach the incident scene.

I. Guideline:  
a. Emergency Traffic Control Incident Classifications.
i. Minor – expected event duration under 30 minutes.
ii. Intermediate - expected event duration 30 minutes to 2 hours.
iii. Major – expected event duration more than 2 hours.
b. Visibility
i. Initially, all emergency warning lights shall be activated on all responding apparatus.
ii. At intermediate/major incidents, apparatus staged in the shadow area should not use all warning lights.
1. Flashing lights tend to confuse motorists therefore reducing emergency light in the shadow area is recommended.
c. Exiting emergency apparatus
i. When possible, emergency response personnel should exit apparatus on the curb side or shadow side of the apparatus.

d. Suggested placement of traffic control devices upstream from the incident.
i. The “EMERGENCY SCENE AHEAD” sign should be placed at the most upstream point. 
1. Suggested upstream placement of the “EMERGENCY SCENE AHEAD” sign should be at least 300 feet from the accident scene.
ii.  Cones placed: 
1. On an angle to channel traffic around the accident scene in the direction appropriate for the incident.
2. Continue around the accident scene
3. Downstream of the accident scene to alert motorists that they can return to normal driving habits.
e. All emergency personnel will wear appropriate PPE as required for their assignment.
i. Traffic Accident  No Fire or Haz-Mat
1. Ambulance crew:  Class II Vests required.
2. Squad crew: Driver- Class II Vest required, Firefighters no SCBA- Class II Vests required.
3. Engine crew: Driver- Class II Vest required, Firefighters no SCBA- Class II Vests required.
ii. Medical Incident – No Motor Vehicle Crash
1. Response to medical incident on roadways should include an ambulance with an engine or squad to block for the ambulance.
2. The engine crew should place traffic control devices upstream of the incident.

3. Ambulance crew: Class II Vests required.
4. Engine crew: Driver – Class II Vest required
iii. Traffic Accident with Haz-Mat Spill Present or Fire
1. Ambulance crew: Class II Vests required.
2. Engine crew: Driver – Class II Vest required, Fire Suppression/Haz-Mat spill Firefighters with SCBA (Class II Vest not required.)  
3. Squad crew: Driver – Class II Vest required. Vehicle Extrication – Firefighters with SCBA- (Class II Vests not required.)
iv. Wild Land Fire along Roadways: 
1. Apparatus operators Class II Vests required.
2. All Fire Suppression (Class II Vests not required.)
f. Incident Size and Time Estimation
1. Emergency responders arriving at the traffic incident should within 15 minutes of arrival on-scene, estimate the magnitude of the incident, the expected time duration of the incident and should set up the appropriate temporary traffic controls for these estimates.
NOTE:   All personnel should work on the SHADOW SIDE –The apparatus is your shield.
g. Temporary Traffic Control Measures 2 Lanes
i. Arriving ambulance(s) should be located downstream of the incident scene.
ii. First Arriving Apparatus-Squad/Engine
1. Arriving fire/rescue apparatus should be staged upstream of the incident scene at 45 degree angle to block the accident scene and provide protection for incident personnel from traffic approaching from the upstream traffic lane. 
iii. Second Arriving Apparatus – Engine/Squad
1. Arriving apparatus should be stage upstream of the accident scene approximately 100 feet at a 45 degree angle to block the scene.
a. Safety line should be the 200 foot 1 ¾” crosslay.
2. Deploy the “EMERGENCY SCENE AHEAD” sign and cones.
NOTE:  The 45 degree angle maximizes the deflection of the energy from a collision should our apparatus be struck by another vehicle.
3. Personnel should deploy traffic control devices. 
a. The deployment of traffic control devices should give the motorist advanced warning that an abnormal condition exists ahead.

b. Emergency Responder should always face the approaching traffic (Upstream) to observe possible unsafe situations when deploying traffic control devices. 
c. It is safer to work in pairs. 
i. One can deploy or retrieve devices and one can observe traffic.
d. Erect the “EMERGENCY SCENE AHEAD” warning sign on the curb or shoulder upstream of channeling sector for motorist warning.
e. Traffic channeling road cones (28” Tall with 2 reflective rings at the top) should be placed from the incident into the upstream traffic. 
i. If incident is in darkness active lighting feature on the cones.
f. If manpower permits, one fire fighter should always face and be aware of oncoming traffic.

g. If possible channel traffic to closest intersection to divert it around the Incident.
h. Temporary Traffic Control Measures 4 Lanes or More Non-Divided Highway
i. Arriving ambulance(s) should be located downstream of the incident scene.
ii. First Arriving Apparatus-Squad/Engine
1. Arriving fire/rescue apparatus should be staged upstream of the incident at 45 degree angle to block the accident scene and provide protection for incident personnel from traffic approaching from the upstream traffic lanes.
2. Personnel should deploy traffic control devices. 
3. Erect the “EMERGENCY SCENE AHEAD” warning sign on the curb or shoulder upstream of channeling sector for motorist warning.
4. Traffic channeling cones should be placed from the incident into the upstream traffic. 
a. If the incident is in darkness, activate the lighting feature on the cones. 
5. The goal is to move traffic into an upstream lane of traffic and separate the 2 directions of traffic travel safely.
6. Traffic cones should be deployed from the incident upstream into traffic to create a single upstream lane/channeling sector for traffic.
7. If manpower permits, one fire fighter should always face and be aware of oncoming traffic.
i. Temporary Traffic Control Measures for Expressway/Interstate Hwy.   
i. Arriving ambulance(s) should be located downstream of the incident scene.
ii. Personnel should deploy the “EMERGENCY SCENE AHEAD” warning sign/ notification sector as they proceed to the incident scene. 
iii. Deploy road cones to create a channeling sector to provide the safety buffer lane around the incident as the apparatus moves towards the incident.
iv. Arriving apparatus should be staged behind the incident at a 45 degree angle to block the accident scene and provide protection for personnel from upstream traffic.
v. If manpower permits, one fire fighter should always face and be aware of oncoming traffic.
NOTE:  Allow more space between the incident and apparatus blocking area due to increased speeds on the highway.  Remember your speed-lays length and hydraulic rescue tool hose limits.
j. Law Enforcement
i. Law enforcement has the jurisdiction over any emergency traffic control measures.  We cannot supersede their jurisdiction or direction.
ii. Coal City F.P.D. personnel should advise the law enforcement that they have taken measures and precautions for our incident safety. 
iii. If it becomes necessary due to the safety of department personnel, to shut down a highway then it should be shutdown.
iv. Subordinates will inform Coal City Incident Command of any conflict that may arise when law enforcement assumes emergency traffic control.
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