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C.C.F.P.D. APPARATUS DRIVERS
I. Purpose:
This guideline shall be utilized to reduce injuries and financial losses of the department by establishing procedures to reduce vehicle accidents.  This procedure establishes minimum qualifications for drivers, general driving rules and emergency response procedures.
II. Guideline:   
a. All personnel, who drive a Department vehicle, shall posses a valid State of Illinois driver’s license, classed for that particular type of vehicle.  
b. All drivers should complete at least 10 hours or 100 miles of behind the wheel driver training.  
c. Probationary personnel may drive the department vehicles in non-emergency situations, when accompanied by a qualified member of the department.  
i. When at least 10 hours or 100 miles of training is complete, the probationary member may drive to the vehicle during an emergency incident.
d. Emergency vehicle drivers shall:
i. See that all personnel comply with the State of Illinois seat belt law.
ii. Not attempt to drive any department vehicle while under the influence of alcohol, or after taking medicine or drugs that may impair the senses.
iii. Operate the apparatus in such a manner as not to discredit themselves.
iv. Not move the apparatus without ascertaining that personnel are in place and those riding in exposed positions (Brush Truck & ATV) are wearing proper PPE.
v. Not place apparatus so that it endangers personnel or apparatus.
vi. Avoid moving an apparatus without checking around the entire vehicle or having other personnel to do so.
vii. Back vehicles only after personnel, riding the officer’s seat, has dismounted and gone to the rear of the vehicle to provide backing directions.  All other personnel shall remain on the apparatus until directed by the driver to dismount.
viii. Obtain assistance if alone.  If no assistance is available, the vehicle may be backed, only after the driver has ascertained it is safe to do so. i.e.) walked around vehicle.
ix. Place wheel chocks when necessary.
x. Stop immediately prior to driving onto sidewalk or roadway from an alley, driveway, or building and yield the right of way to pedestrians and other vehicles to avoid collision.
xi. Have protective clothing available on the apparatus.
xii. Adhere to all traffic regulations governing the normal flow of traffic when on non-emergency responses.
e. Emergency Response Guideline:

i. Drivers shall use prudence when operating any emergency vehicle. Drivers, who choose to disregard provisions in this section, may be held liable for their actions.  Emergency vehicle drivers shall:

1. Ascertain the incident location, appropriate response route by checking maps when necessary.

2. See that all personnel are wearing their protective clothing and seatbelts. Drivers are not required to wear any protective clothing that interferes, or hinders vehicle operations. However, those drivers electing not to wear protective clothing while driving shall not engage in emergency operations until such time as they are fully protected to do so. In addition, those drivers shall not carry their equipment in such an area, as to interfere with the proper seating of other personnel on the apparatus. 

3. Automatically be assigned as the pump operator, unless reassigned by the Incident Commander or Company Officer.
4. May exceed the posted speed limit when using extreme caution, when the safety of all persons and property is not endangered, when the weather and time of day permits clear visibility, and when potential traffic problems may be avoided.
5. Not exceed the posted speed limit and may drive below it during inclement weather and at night.
6. Reduce speed at all intersections and negotiate a full stop when the intersection can not be safely entered.
7. Yield to any vehicle already in any part of the intersection.
8. Realize the right of way must be granted by the other driver.
9. Operate vehicles under emergency conditions only when audible and visual warning devices are operating. During emergency operations, headlights will be on low beam. High beams may be used only at night and shall be dimmed for opposing traffic as required by law.
10. Proceed with the normal flow of traffic, obeying all traffic laws when involved in routine response without warning devices.
11. Be aware of the running routines of other units and alert of other responding apparatus.  The right of way for two responding vehicles is:  
a. Apparatus arriving first at an intersection 
b. Apparatus has the right of way by traffic control devices 
c. Apparatus traveling through an intersection without negotiating any turns 
d. Apparatus making a right turn before apparatus turning left
12. Following another responding vehicle shall allow sufficient distance to stop should the leading vehicle stop abruptly. Drivers should realize that motorist may pull into their paths after yielding the right-of-way to the lead vehicle.
13. Not overtake or pass other responding emergency vehicles, except on four lane highways.
14. Drive on the right hand side of the centerline of roadways, except when passing. This also applies when there is a center median strip. Drivers shall not travel on the left side of the centerline dividing line or median strip unless necessary due to congested traffic. If necessary, drive with extreme caution and at a low rate of speed and use sirens when in oncoming lanes of traffic.
15. Pass on a motorist’s left side when overtaking or passing, except when the motorist has stopped to turn left at an intersection, or when the motorist has pulled to the extreme left side and indicated awareness to the emergency vehicle’s presence.
16. May proceed against traffic on one-way streets only when the incident is in that section of the street, and not as a means of taking a shorter route.  Proceed with caution on a one-way thoroughfare, as oncoming drivers will not be anticipating meeting anyone.
17. Do Not cross railroad tracks if the warning devices are operating or the gates are lowered, unless the person riding in the right seat dismounts and checks to see that a train is not approaching, then crosses the tracks and signals that it is safe for the vehicle to cross. Personnel shall re-enter the vehicle after it crossed the tracks.  If alone, the driver shall obtain assistance or place the vehicle in park, dismount and check the crossing before proceeding.
18. Stop for all buses displaying flashing lights, and shall proceed only after the driver of the school bus signals that it is safe.
19. Slow down well in advance of the incident scene, so as not to endanger personnel, equipment or spectators already on the scene. Apparatus shall be parked according to the Incident Commander’s instructions, and every attempt shall be made to avoid impeding other apparatus or emergency units.
20. Notify Dispatch and other units if not responding from the fire station and shall give the location of their response.
f. Members driving C.C.F.P.D. vehicles should participate in an annual emergency vehicle driving exercise.
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